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ADDITIONAL GHIN REVISIONS ADDED FOR 2008 

There will be 3 Offseason Revisions added as well as more during the posting season.  GHIN has changed the 

way it will be billing us, so we are able to offer these additional handicap updates.  These updates will allow 

the players who go away for the winter months and have handicap posting at other, non-GHIN Associations to 

be current with their handicaps in our Association at the same time.  It will not effect the people who do not 

play except to give them a monthly update as to their current handicap status.  We will continue to post local 

scores only from March 1 through November 4 for 2008.  The following is the proposed schedule for 2008: 

Revision Number Revision Effective Date Revision Number Revision Effective Date 

1 OFFSEASON 

January 2 11 July 16 

2 OFFSEASON 

February 6 12 July 30 

3 SEASON START 

March 1 13 August 13 

4 April 2 14 August 27 

5 April 23 15 September 10 

6 May 7 16 September 24 

7 May 21 17 October 8 

8 June 4 18 October 22 

9 June 18 

19 SEASON END 

November 5 

10 July 2 

20 OFFSEASON  

December 3 

USGA Rules of Golf Changes for 2008-2009 

Several changes have been made to improve the clarity of the Rules and to reduce the 

penalties in certain circumstances to ensure that they are proportionate.  Read about the 

changes in the front of the new Rules of Golf Books for 2008-2009 to go to www.usga.org 

for a complete listing.  Below are a few examples of the changes. 

Under Definitions:  Advice has been amended to allow the exchange of information on distance; Matches has 

been removed and two new definitions added: Forms of Match Play and Forms of Stroke Play.  The term 

“reasonable evidence” has been replaced by “known or virtually certain” when determining whether a ball is 

lost in an obstruction, abnormal ground condition or a water hazard and has been added to the definition of a 

Lost Ball.  Rule 12-2. Identifying Ball:  Amended to allow a player to lift his ball for identification in a 

hazard.  The corresponding Rule 15-3. Wrong Ball:  Removes the exemption from penalty for playing a 

wrong ball in a hazard.  Rule 14-3. Artificial Devices etc.:  Note added to clarify that a Local Rule may be 

introduced allowing the use of distance-measuring devices; previously authorized by Decision only.   Rule 16-

1c. Standing Astride or on the Line of Putt :  Exception added to apply no penalty if the act was inadvertent 

or to avoid standing on another player’s line of putt; previously authorized by Decision only.  Rule 19-2. Ball 

in Motion Deflected or Stopped by Player, Partner, Caddie or Equipment:  Amended to reduce the 

penalty in both match play and stroke play to one stroke.  Rule 24-1. Movable Obstruction: Amended to 

allow a flagstick, whether attended, removed or held up, to be moved when a ball is in motion. 

Rules of Amateur Status:  Exception amended to clarify a prize or cash prize for a hole-in-one made while 

playing golf is permissible and may exceed the prize limit of $750.00. 


